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“GSLFIA ANNUAL FIRC”

On January 17 & 18th, 2026 your GSLFIA is
holding its annual Flight Instructor Refresher
Clinic (FIRC) at the Wings of Hope hangar (same
place as last year - THANK YOU WOH!) beginning
at 0800 with sign in to begin at 0730.

As in the past few years this will be presented by
Aviation Seminars and hosted by us. Yes, you
have a choice of sitting in front of a computer or
TV screen going through the course on your
own, but our philosophy since our FIRC'S
inception about 52 years ago has been - that “in
person” FIRC'S allow you to catch up with old
friends that we usually only see once every year
or two, and you get to hear all of the insights,
stories from CFI's with a total of tens of
thousands of hours of “Dual Given” and to share
your own with your friends.

You don’t get that sitting in front of the
computer - and we even provide the proverbial
“free lunch”! To sign up, go to the GSLFIA.com
website and on the opening page go to “2026
FIRC Jan 17th and 18th”. As you step through
this page it also allows you to renew your annual
membership at the low price of only
$30.00/year.

We are pushing to get more CFl’s to attend and
also to join GSLFIA, so may | ask you to contact
any CFI friends that you have and encourage
them to support our activities by attending the
FIRC and signing up/renewing their GSLFIA
membership so that we can continue to provide
our services to STL GA. Thank you and | hope to
see you there again this year!

Craig O’Mara

Director, GSLFIA
618-558-7211
Craig.omara747@gmail.com

AVIATION EXPANSION IN THE STL AREA

Take a moment and look what is happening in the
STL area! Aviation is expanding in every direction.
Boeing is above all, the #1 leader. Checkout the
new MQ 25 Refueling Drone facility that was
recently completed near the Mid-America Airport.
Production is now starting on approximately 92
Unmanned Aerial Systems that bring tremendous
technology to aerial refueling.

At Lambert Airport, the advanced combat aircraft
facility is under construction. The building is
reported to have 1.1 million Square feet of space
when completed. Recently in the news, was the
Boeing award for the new F-47 Next Generation of
Tactical Aircraft.

Along with the new $3 Billion Dollar
modernization of Lambert, addition hangar
construction is planned along James S. McDonnel
Boulevard. The large construction projects will
provide a new facelift for the airport. Overall, a
significant part of the airport will take on a new
image.

Continued airport construction, modernization
and expansion throughout the area includes the
Chesterfield Spirit of St. Louis Airport along with
the St. Louis Downtown and St. Louis Regional
Airports. One of the local concerns includes
generating the work force to support the current
and future Aviation Professionals needed to meet
the demands of the area?


http://gslfia.com/
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AVIATION EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

WHERE ARE OUR SERIOUSLY NEEDED
NEXT GENERATION OF AVIATION
PROFESSIONSALS OF TOMORROW
COMING FROM?

v ST LOUIS REGIONAL
i 5% AEROSPACE and AVIATION

\ TaskForce

The St. Louis Aerospace and Aviation Taskforce
is one of the key organizations that are leading
the charge. The local area is home to 49
aerospace manufacturing businesses that
employ approximately 17,300 skilled workers.
The Taskforce is headed up by the Bi-State
Development Agency Executive Vice President
Mary Lamie of Multimodal Enterprises for Bi-
State Development.

The Taskforce was started in 2023 and has since
grown to include a significant number of
educational leaders, collegiate aviation training
program coordinators, trade school, high school
dual credit program and high school vocational
training programs. Programs that are especially
experiencing serious demand include Aviation
Maintenance (Airframe and Power Plant)
Technicians, Avionics (Aircraft Electronics)
Technicians, Precision Machining Programs,
Upholstery and Cabinetry.

The media broadcast by the Taskforce has
developed a significant awareness of the need
for vast numbers of skilled aviation technicians.
Local high schools in the Metro East have
responded by starting the addition of skilled
training programs that are designed to meet the
needs of the area. The Center for Academic and
Vocational Excellence has added Upholstery,
Cabinetry and planning Aircraft Maintenance
related courses. The Collinsville Vocational
Education center is planning both Aircraft
Maintenance and Avionics related courses as
well.
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SOUTHWESTERN ILLINOIS COLLEGE
EXPANDED AVIATION PROGRAMS

Southwestern Illinois College (SWIC) has adding
to their list of aviation programs. InJanuary 2025,
the new Aviation Electronics (Avionics) program
was launched at the Granite City Industrial
Technology Center Campus location. SWIC has
provided Aviation programs since 1968 that are
currently expanding to provide additional
services in aviation education. The Avionics
program is available both as a Certificate Program
or an A.AS. Degree in Aviation Electronics.
Students completing the program will qualify to
take the Certified Aircraft Electronics Technician
(CAET) exam.

e AVIONICS Certificate and A.AS. Degree
program options are available. Avionics is one
of the top program skills needed in the
Aviation industry. The Certificate program can
be completed in just one year. The A.AS.
Degree will only require an additional 15
semester hours of General Courses to gain the
Associate of Applied Science Degree. The
estimated cost of the A.A.S Degree program is
approximately $12,300.00.

e Aviation Management B.S. Degree Program
through SIU Carbondale on the Belleville SWIC
Campus. Credit for flight training is available.
The core 48 semester hour program
completes in only 16 months. Students can
transfer credits from other educational
organizations toward a Bachelor’s Degree in
Aviation. Some classes also qualify for a
Masters Degree in Aviation Management.

The SWIC Aviation Maintenance Program
(Airframe and Power Plant) Program Facility
expansion starting in 2024 at the St. Louis
Regional Airport as the West Star Academy.
West Star selected 25 employees who applied
to the program. Through SWIC they
developed an FAA Approved Generals and
Airframe program for their employees to help
expand their workforce. Since then, several
groups have completed the program.

FLIGHT INSTRUCTORS
HERE’S AN OPPORTUNITY TO ENHANCE
YOUR RESUME

Flight Instructors, here’s an opportunity to add
another level of credibility to your resume. The
GSLFIA has openings for two Board of Directors
Membership Positions. A Board Position is a
one year term. This is an opportunity to bring a
higher level of recognition, professionalism and
involvement in an organization that supports
the FAA Safety and Accident Prevention
Programs.

The mission of the GSLFIA is to support
excellence in Aviation Education with a focus on
Proficiency, Knowledge, Professionalism and
Safety. Above all our #1 goal is to support the,

FAA Safety Team

As part of the FAA Safety Team our goals
support the goals of the FAA.

Lower the nation’s aviation accident rate by
conveying safety principles and practices
through training, outreach, and education
while  establishing  partnerships and
encouraging the continual growth of a
positive safety culture within the Aviation
Community.

The GSLFIA would like to make an appeal to the
aviation community for individuals who are
interested in supporting aviation safety,
education and training programs. Helping to
support our youth (Next Generation of Aviation
Professionals) is rewarding. Consider becoming
part of the organizational membership and / or
Board of Directors.

Aviation is expanding at a significant rate and
there is a need for individuals who are
interested in helping to develop events, expand
membership and promote educational prograns
to the aviation community. Please contact a
board member if this an item you would like to
support.




The Greater St Louis Flight Instructors Association

Presents:

Flight Instructor Refresher Course

January 17th & 18th

To Register:
www.gslfia.com

Registration at the door, 7:30 am Saturday January 17th

SAFETY Spaonsared by cesin Advance Location:

Greater St. Louis Flight Aier.ds =
Instructors Association Through: " 18370W Blvd

Aviation Seminars AL 0 pe Chesterfield, MO 63005

THE GSLFIA ANNUAL FIRC IS NEAR

January 17th and 18th is coming soon. The FIRC location is again planned for the Wings of Hope facility
located at 18370 Wings of Hope Blvd on the St. Louis Spirit of St. Louis Airport, Chesterfield, Missouri
63005. The Aviation Seminars organization will provide the FIRC through the sponsorship of the GSLFIA.

AVIATION SEMINARS

As in past years, the GSLFIA or sponsor will provide a Continental Breakfast and beverages along with
lunch for both days. The cost of the FIRC will continue to be the same at $200.00 plus the annual $30.00
membership.

Please make a notation on your calendar to register early. Annual dues for the GSLFIA has increased to $30.00
for 2025 to help cover many of the expenses for operation of the organization. Early registration for the FIRC is
up to and including January 3rd. On or after January 3rd the fee will be $225.00 plus the annual $30.00
membership fee.

Auditing the FIRC will also be available to anyone on a space available basis for only $50.00 daily. This is an
excellent opportunity for pilots planning to become a future CFl to help prepare themselves to accomplish
the instructor certification.

Please also help promote the GSLFIA FIRC and recommend it to a friend.
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