
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
   

“Aviation Professionals Dedicated to Excellence in Flight Instruction” 
 
 

 The GSLFIA will again recognize Individuals and 
Organizations who have significantaly contributed 
to aviation and aviation accomplishments.  The 
Following GSLFIA Awards will be presented.  
 
The Flight Instructor of the year. 
The New Flight Instructor of the year. 
The Byrnes Award 
The Spirit of St. Louis Awards. 
Discovery Flight Certificates for the Future 
Aviation Professionals of tomorrow. 
 
Lambert is home to a rich aviation  history and  to 
many ”firsts” in aviation. Planning the aviation 
awards event engages the aviation comunity in 
identifying those who have excelled and 
organizations that have become a landmark in 
aviation. Looking back a hundred years  opens  
chapters in aviation that have taken many years of 
research and exploring little known details by so 
few today. Dr. Rust and a team of local individuals 
have done just that to open and develop the history 
book of Lambert Airport.  
We are planning to have a number of displays, 
music of the various eras and nostaliga that will 
take you  back in time.  Several airlines and 
organizations are contributing items and displays to 
make this one of the  memorable events of our 
lifetime.   
 
Passing of John Schmidt GSLFIA Treasurer 
 
The Aviation Community, Wings of Hope 
Organization and Greater St. Louis Flight Instructor 
Association is sad to announce the passing of John 
W. Schmidt.  John passed on March 3rd.  A 
visitation and service will be held on March 30th 
starting at 10:00am at the Dardenne Presbytrian 
Church located at 7400 South Outer Road, 
Dardenne Prairie, Missouri 63368.  He will be 
missed by all who knew him.   
  
 
 
 
     

 

Annual GSLFIA Aviation Awards 
Banquet Featuring Dr. Daniel Rust as 
our Keynote Speaker Coming on May 

13th.  
 

May 13th 2023 will be a day to long remember. 
The GSLFIA Annual Aviation Awards Banquet 
this year will again recognize the individuals and 
organizations that have excelled provided 
significant accomplishments and deserving 
recognition.   
 

 
The event will include Dr. Daniel Rust as our 
guest speaker who will guide us throught the 
past 100 years of the history of Lambert 
International Airport. This event will become a 
family reunion for many of the aviation 
organizations and professionals who have called 
Lambert Airport home for decades. 
 

Note: A full size media flier is included in this 
newsletter. 
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AIM CHANGES 
     I don’t know about you, but as much as I try to 
stay on top of all of the changes in the aviation 
world, sometimes I just miss something! How 
about if I try to point out a few changes that you 
might have missed in the latest “Aeronautical 
Information Manual” that might be helpful to pass 
along to your students!  
     Since we have a number of Military Training 
Routes in the Illinois and Missouri area depicted 
on our sectionals and Low IFR enroute charts, 
paragraph 3-5-2e points out that the information 
in the Military Flight Information Publications 
(FLIP Pubs) concerning altitudes, routes, times, 
etc. can be obtained by contacting the Defense 
Logistics Agency for Aviation and/or just ask the 
FSS briefer, who has access to the same 
information when you call for your preflight brief.   
     Paragraph 4-1-9 and Table 4-1-1 incorporates 
very important information from AC 90-66B that 
is directly applicable to our flight training. These 
paragraphs and the AC outline the correct 
reporting procedures at towered and non-
towered airports (including the fact that the 
phrase “Traffic in the area please advise” should 
not be used under any condition).  This paragraph 
also discusses the FAA’s advice on “VFR Straight In 
Landings” (Not Illegal but Not advised). 
     FAA Order 8260.19 and paragraph 5-4-5 points 
out that Step Down fixes on ILS, LPV, and 
LNAV/VNAV Instrument approaches are NOT 
applicable.  
      If you look at the Change Information in the 
beginning of the AIM you’ll notice that there is a 
LOT more information that has changed - these 
are only a few that I thought we could use 
immediately so, please carefully read all three of 
the Changes in the Current (17 June 2021) Basic 
AIM and do your best to stay updated so that we 
can pass these updates to our students, and 
maybe as importantly, show them how to find the 
latest changes in the various Regulations, 
Handbooks, Manuals, etc. that the FAA puts out. 
Thank you. 
 
Craig O’Mara 
Director, GSLFIA 
craig.omara747@gmail.com 
618-558-7211 
   
        

 
 

 

2023 Board of Directors 
 

Officers 
President 

Keith Mueller 
Vice-President 
Dick Horowitz 

Secretary 
Craig O’Mara 

Treasurer 
 
 

Directors 

Greg Pochapsky 
Jim Stamm 

   David Pogorzelski 
Zach Hagely 

James Pavlisin 
                                      Joseph Berti 
                                    Joe Capitanelli 
 

Lifetime Members 
Elsworth Files 
Fred Harms 

Donald Hoffmann 
James Judge 

Marty Landsen 
Nathan Silverman 

FAA Advisor 
Randall Ottinger STL FSDO 

 
Webmaster 

Bean Stalk Solutions 
Dick Horowitz. Jeff Rapp 

 
GSLFIA Ambassador to Education 

Jeff Rapp 
 

GSLFIA Website 
https://gslfia.com/ 

 

E-Mail 
stlouisflightinstructors@gmail.com 

  

Greater St. Louis Flight Instructors 
Association 

 

16105 Swingley Ridge Road #4488 
 

Chesterfield, Missouri 63006-4488 
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GSLFIA Supports the Greater St. Louis 
Business Aviation Association Mentor 

Program 
 

The Greater St. Louis Flight Instructor 
Association, Women in Aviation, NBAA and the 
Missouri Aviation Association are all affilliates 
of the Greater St. Louis Business Aviation 
Association.  We support each other’s 
programs and events to promote aviation 
safety,  develop aviation career interest and 
promote STEM events. 
  
As the GSLFIA we would like to invite members 
of these organizations to share experiences 
and opportunities to gain additional 
knowledge to learn more  about the many 
opportunities  avaiable in aviation.  We will be 
sponsoring the the Gateway TRACON 
Presentation on April 25th. Pete Seddon will be 
the guest speaker reviewing ATC operatons in 
the St.  Louis area.  
 

The event will be held at the Wings of Hope  
faclity located at the Spirit of St. Louis Airport 
at 18370 Wings of Hope Blvd, Chesterfield, 
Missouri 63005. 
   
Future events will include tours of corporate 
flight departments, F.A.R. Part 135 Charter 
Operators and Maiantnance Repair 
Organizations (MRO’s) and more.  Please 
contact the GSLFIA at gslfia.com or 618-514-
2647 if you are interested.  
 

Locally, several aviation programs in area 
colleges and new  flight training organizations 
have expanded to help support the growing 
need for quaified individuals.  Locally, high 
schools in Illinois and Missouri and exploring 
the addition of aviation courses for their 
students.  If anyone is interested in spending 
some time to help promote aviation careers, 
please contact us.  We are working with 
organizations such as the St. Louis Science 
Center,  EAA Chapters and groups that are 
wanting to help support youth organizations in 
developing aviation related programs.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

Wings of Hope Career Day Event 
 

On April 22nd the Wings of Hope organiztion will 
be sponsoring their Spring 2023 Career 
Exploration STEM Fair  at the Spirit of St. Louis 
Airport facility located at 18370 Wings of Hope 
Blvd, Chesterfield, Mo. 63005. 
The event starts at 10:00am. Students planning to 
attend will need to go onto the Wings of Hope 
Website and register for the event.   
 

GSLFIA at the St. Louis Science Center 
Jeff Rapp who supports the GSLFIA as our 
Ambassidor of Education and Jim Stamm Board of 
Directors Member spent Saturday February 25th 
at the St. Louis Science Center promoting aviation 
education.  The annual Science Center Aviation 
Day  has continued to be very successful and had 
a visitor count of nearly 5,000 on that day.   
 

 
 

The GSLFIA continues to support youth aviation 
events and seminars.  If you have an event that 
you would like to have the GSLFIA support pleae 
contact us.   
 

GATEWEAY TRACON PRESENTATIOIN 
 

Don’t miss the next GATEWAY TRACON presentation 
by Pete Steddon who is an Aircraft Traffic Controller 
at the TRACON.  Pete and the TRACON have greatly 
supported the the GSLFIA and aviation safety through 
education.  The next presentation will be held on April 
25th at 7:00pm  at the Wings of Hope Facility on 18370 
Wings of Hope Blvd, Chesterfield, Missouri 63005. 
This event is eligible for the FAA Wings Safety Program 
Credit.   Please register on the FAASafety.gov 
website. 
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Piston Aviation is sponsoring a “Time to Fly” Event on 1 April 2023 
at their Creve Coeur Airport Location 

 

 
 

Stop in and check out their  
Career Pilot Training Options Programs 

 

 



  



  



STL Area Employment Opportunities 
 

     At our GSLFIA Board meetings we’re always trying to find ways to add value to your membership 
in St. Louis’ only organization specifically for the CFI. I’m not really sure why we didn’t come up with 
this before now, but we’re going to begin a column designed to advertise employment opportunities 
for our members and at the same time provide quality employees for St. Louis area Flight Schools 
and FBO’s. We’re in the process of contacting all of those aviation businesses (and hope to add 
more as we learn of their requirements) to see what their needs are and will publish those needs 
with every newsletter. The following information opportunities are the latest and most accurate that 
were available at the time this newsletter was published and are presented in no particular order. 
May I please ask you for feedback to see how this is working for you?     
 
IDEAL Aviation                                CPS 
3130 Vector Drive 
Cahokia, Illinois 62206 
Jim Moseley, Chief CFI 
618-215-2282 
jim.moseley@idealaviationstl.com 
NOT CURRENTLY HIRING 
 
St. Louis Flight Training                     CPS 
4020 Green Mount Crossing Drive #114 
Shiloh, Illinois 62269 
Ken Kopp, Owner 
618-670-5782 
kwkopp762@gmail.com 
NOT CURRENTLY HIRING! 
 
Shafer Flying Service                        3K6 
2070 Triad Road 
St. Jacob, Illinois 
618-644-5411 
 
Airgo                                                  ENL 
2331 East Calumet Street 
Centralia, Illinois 62801 
Abu Abulfathi 
Abu@flyairgo.com 
618-533-164 
 
Gateway Flight Training    1HO 
3127 Creve Coeur Airport Road    
Maryland Heights, Missouri 63146 
Bob Meder, Chief CFI 
robert.meder@gatewayflight.com 
 
St. Charles Flying Service                              SET 
6016 Portage Road 
Portage Des Sioux, Missouri 63373 
Seth Franzgrote, Assistant Chief CFI 
Sethfranzgrote@gmail.com 
636-385-2042 
NOT CURRENTLY HIRING  
 
 



Elite Aviation                                                     SUS 
18600 Edison Avenue 
Chesterfield, Missouri 63005 
John Tipton, Chief Instructor 
johnt@eliteksus.com 
636-778-4400 
 
Sparta Aero Services                                      SAR 
1800 North Market St.  
Sparta, Illinois 62286 
Scott Marquardt, Chief CFI and Airport Manager 
Spartaaero@gmail.com 
618-443-5321 Office 
757-652-8008 Cell 
CURRENTLY HIRING A CFI/CFII 
CONTACT SCOTT ASAP!! 
 
Southern Illinois University - Carbondale           MDH 
Department of Aviation Management and Flight 
College of Applied Sciences and Arts 
Transportation Education Center 
TEC286Q - Mail Code 6817 
Southern Illinois University Carbondale 
545 North Airport Road 
Carbondale, Illinois 62966  
Steve Goetz, Chief CFI 
HIRING CFI’s IMMEDIATELY FOR A GREAT 141 UNIVERSITY PROGRAM 
SEE:   jobs.SIU.edu  ASAP 
 
Meisinger Aviation     SUS 
532 Beechcraft Ave. 
Chesterfield, Mo. 63005                                    
Dave Pressy     Director of Operations 
jobs@mallcstl.com 
CURRENTLY ACCEPTING RESUMES 
CONTACT DAVE IMMEDIATELY! 
 
Piston Aviation      1HO 
14201 Creve Coeur Airport Road 
Hangar K 2  
St. Louis, MO 63146 
meghen@flypiston.com  
636-228-3750 
 
Parks College of St. Louis University   CPS 
4300 Vector Drive 
Center for Aviation Science, Hangar 8 
Cahokia Heights, Ill. 62206  
Bill Baumheuter, Chief CFI 
bill.baumheuter@slu.edu 
314-977-9554 
CURRENTLY ACCEPTING RESUMES 
APPLY AT https://www.slu.edu/working-at-slu/index.php 


